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Field Notes:

November 12, 2001

Fall: my favorite time of year…
By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
Mississippi State University Extension Service
As the cooler winds of fall begin to blow, nature rewards us with beauty that is even more
special because we know it must be appreciated in its fullness for a very short time. Leaves
change from their monotonous green to gold, yellow, burgundy, red, and brown prior to falling.
We know that very soon we will be in the depths of winter.
For farmers in this area, this has been a year of renewed confidence that agriculture may
be worthwhile after all. This has been what might be termed a “vintage” year for agriculture in
that the harvest has been bountiful. Corn fields produced some of the best yields in recent
history. Cotton has produced very well in this part of the state, and soybeans have yielded above
average levels.
The euphoria will however be short-lived, much like the spectacle of changing leaf color.
The reality that farmers will soon face is that even these good yields may not pay the bills. At
best, this will be a break-even year financially.
Years like this are what farmers dream of because these are the years that normally allow
them to catch up on past debts, buy new equipment, acquire more land, buy a new vehicle, or just
put money in the bank for future needs. However, this “bumper-crop” will not do any of these
things because of poor prices being paid for farm commodities. Nevertheless, farmers are being
rewarded with the satisfaction that a good crop can still be made. Ironically, for some it may be
their last.
Our area has been especially fortunate this year in that we received plenty of rain to
produce good yields. Most of the hill area cotton was planted a little later than our neighbors in
the delta, so our fields were not damaged extensively by boll rot that decimated yields and
quality there. The few fields that were planted later in the delta have also avoided much of the
damage, violating one of the fundamental principles of growing cotton in that early planting has
historically been the best practice.
With the cool winds of fall have come the colder winds of war. We awake each morning,
not only thinking of our own responsibilities, but also wondering what diabolical deeds have
been committed by our cowardly enemies as we slept. For farmers, there is another question;
why in such times their ability to provide food and fiber is so taken-for-granted.
The media is filled with stories about our nation’s prowess on the battlefield, a fact we all
are proud of, however no mention is made of agriculture which is the real basis of our society.
For farmers this is no big deal since they have never expected a lot of recognition, however they
should at least be compensated fairly for what they contribute to our way of life.

Historically, periods of recession have been good times for agriculture since during these
periods people realize the importance of a dependable food supply. However this reaction has
not occurred as a result of the current economic slowdown. Farmers certainly do not enjoy
seeing the country suffering a recession, however it would be nice to see a resurgence in the
appreciation for U.S. agriculture. As the recession deepens, this effect will likely appear,
however the question is whether it will come in time to keep farmers in business.
As the pages of history have begun to absorb the events of September 11th, 2001, some
people seem already to be forgetting, or at least rationalizing the importance of this date. For
me, there will be no forgetting. This date should serve as a foundation for renewed nationalism,
self- reliance, and patriotism. A nation that cannot feed itself cannot be a nation at all; that’s
how important agriculture is to our future.
Fall days are much as they have been in the past, however there is something different in
the air this year. The greatest horror ever committed against our country has strengthened us as
nothing else could. Keep praying for our servicemen and servicewomen, our nation and our
leaders; and while you’re at it put in a word for farmers too.

